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PREFACE 

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) is an independent statutory authority 

with responsibility for assessing and approving agricultural and veterinary chemical products prior to their 

sale and use in Australia. 

In undertaking this task, the APVMA works in close cooperation with advisory agencies, including the 

Department of Health and Aging, Office of Chemical Safety and Environmental Health (OCSEH), Department 

of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA), and State Departments of Primary Industry. 

The APVMA has a policy of encouraging openness and transparency in its activities and of seeking 

stakeholder involvement in decision making. Part of that process is the publication of Trade Advice Notices 

for all proposed extensions of use for existing products where there may be trade implications. 

The information and technical data required by the APVMA to assess the safety of new chemical products 

and the methods of assessment must be undertaken according to accepted scientific principles. Details are 

outlined in the regulatory guidance published on the APVMA website.  

About this document 

This is a Trade Advice Notice.  

It indicates that the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) is considering an 

application to vary the use of an existing registered agricultural or veterinary chemical. It provides a summary 

of the APVMA’s residue and trade assessment. 

Comment is sought from industry groups and stakeholders on the information contained within this 

document. 

Making a submission 

The APVMA invites any person to submit a relevant written submission as to whether the application to vary 

the registration of Skope Insecticide should be granted. Submissions should relate only to matters that the 

APVMA is required by legislation to take into account in deciding whether to grant the application. These 

grounds relate to the trade implications of the extended use of the product. Submissions should state the 

grounds on which they are based. Comments received outside these grounds cannot be considered by the 

APVMA. 

Submissions must be received by the APVMA by close of business on Thursday, 11 February 2016 and be 

directed to the contact listed below. All submissions to the APVMA will be acknowledged in writing via email 

or by post. 

Relevant comments will be taken into account by the APVMA in deciding whether to grant the application 

and in determining appropriate conditions of registration and product labelling. A summary of relevant 

comments and the APVMA’s response will be published on the APVMA website. 
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When making a submission please include: 

 contact name 

 company or group name (if relevant) 

 postal address 

 email address (if available) 

 the date you made the submission. 

All personal and confidential commercial information (CCI)1 material contained in submissions will be treated 

confidentially.  

Written submissions on the APVMA’s proposal to grant the application for registration that relate to the 

grounds for registration should be addressed in writing to:  

Scientific Assessment and Chemical Review  

Residues and Trade  

Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 

PO Box 6182 

Symonston ACT 2609 

 

Phone:  +61 2 6210 4701 

Fax:  +61 2 6210 4776 

Email: enquiries@apvma.gov.au  

Further information 

Further information can be obtained via the contact details provided above.  

Further information on public release summaries can be found on the APVMA website: www.apvma.gov.au 

                                                      

1 A full definition of ‘confidential commercial information’ is contained in the Agvet Code. 

mailto:enquiries@apvma.gov.au
http://www.apvma.gov.au/
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) has before it an application from 

Adama Australia Pty Limited, to register the new product Skope Insecticide containing acetamiprid and 

emamectin for use on cotton. The proposed use is for foliar application at a maximum rate of 350 mL/ha and 

a withholding period for harvest of 7 days with no grazing or cutting for stock feed. Emamectin has been 

approved in Australia for use on cotton and various horticultural crops with acetamiprid being approved for 

use in Australia on cotton, potatoes and ornamentals. 

2 TRADE CONSIDERATIONS 

2.1 Commodities exported 

Cottonseed and its derived oils and meals are considered major export commodities.2 Residues in these 

commodities resulting from the use of Skope Insecticide may have the potential to unduly prejudice trade.  

As a result of the residues evaluation of the new use, an increase to the acetamiprid cottonseed MRL is 

recommended to reflect residues occurring at harvest. As detectable residues of acetamiprid and emamectin 

are not expected to occur in animal commodities the risk to trade is low and animal commodities will not be 

considered further. 

2.2 Destination and value of exports 

Over the 2013–14 period, Australia exported $A 168 million of cottonseed. The major export markets for 

cottonseed by volume in 2013–14 were the United States, Republic of Korea, Japan and Saudi Arabia. New 

Zealand and the Republic of Korea were the major importers of cottonseed meal from Australia in 2013–14.3  

TABLE 1: LARGEST EXPORT MARKETS BY VOLUME FOR COTTONSEED IN 2013–14 

DESTINATION 

VOLUME 

(kt) 

United States 180.83  

Republic of Korea 87.52  

Japan 77.83  

Saudi Arabia 9.84 

Total (All countries) 463.66 

                                                      

2 APVMA Regulatory Guidelines—Data Guidelines: Agricultural—Overseas trade (Part 5B) 

3 ABARES Agricultural commodity statistics 2014 
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TABLE 2: LARGEST EXPORT MARKETS BY VOLUME FOR COTTONSEED MEAL IN 2013–14 

DESTINATION 

VOLUME 

(kt) 

New Zealand 21.89 

Republic of Korea 13.88  

Total 35.77 

2.3 Proposed Australian use-pattern 

TABLE 3: SKOPE INSECTICIDE (218 g/l ACETAMIPRID AND 32.5 g/l EMAMECTIN PRESENT AS EMAMECTIN 

BENZOATE) 

CROP PEST RATE CRITICAL COMMENTS 

Cotton Silverleaf Whitefly 175 mL/ha 

(38.15 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 5.69 g ai/ha 

emamectin) 

or 

350 mL/ha 

(76.3 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 11.38 g ai/ha 

emamectin) 

 

SKOPE has activity primarily on whitefly nymphs and 

evidence of activity will be slower than typical contact 

insecticides. Apply SKOPE® when whitefly first 

appears and prior to heavy populations becoming 

established in the crop. Use the higher rate when 

conditions favour a rapid increase in the whitefly 

population, for longer residual control, during periods 

of rapid crop growth or when crops are well advanced.  

After application, continue to monitor the crop and if a 

second spray is required, apply an insecticide from a 

different mode of action group before applying a 

second application of SKOPE.  

Adjuvant When silverleaf whitefly is the primary target 

insect, apply SKOPE with Hasten† at 1 L/ha. 

 Green Mirid 175 mL/ha 

(38.15 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 5.69 g ai/ha 

emamectin) 

or 

350 mL/ha 

(76.3 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 11.38 g ai/ha 

emamectin) 

Apply SKOPE when green mirid and/or apple dimpling 

bug numbers reach action thresholds. Use the higher 

rate on heavier populations and for longer residual 

control. Treated insects may still be on the plant for  

2 or 3 days after application but will have stopped 

feeding.  

Adjuvant Apply with a non-ionic surfactant at the 

recommended label rate or an organosilicone adjuvant 

such as Pulse† Penetrant at 0.2% v/v.  

 Green Vegetable 

Bug 

175 mL/ha 

(38.15 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 5.69 g ai/ha 

emamectin) 

or 

350 mL/ha 

(76.3 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 11.38 g ai/ha 

Apply SKOPE when green vegetable bug numbers 

reach action thresholds. Use the higher rate on 

heavier populations and for faster knockdown.  

Under heavy/sustained green vegetable bug pressure, 

SKOPE may only provide knockdown and residual 

control for 7 days. A second application with an 

insecticide from a different mode of action group may 

be required if pest populations recover rapidly and 

numbers approach the action threshold.  
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CROP PEST RATE CRITICAL COMMENTS 

emamectin) 

 

Adjuvant Apply with a non-ionic surfactant at the 

recommended label rate or an organosilicone adjuvant 

such as Pulse Penetrant at 0.2% v/v.  

 Cotton Bollworm 

Native Budworm 

300 mL/ha 

(65.4 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 9.75 g ai/ha 

emamectin) 

or 

350 mL/ha 

(76.3 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 11.38 g ai/ha 

emamectin) 

 

Timing of application is important. For best results 

apply at or just prior to the anticipated time of hatching 

of Helicoverpa eggs as indicated by egg levels or 

scouting.  

As earlier larval stages are easier to control, DO NOT 

target larvae larger than 5 mm (very small to small). 

Large larvae and larvae feeding within the bolls and 

squares may not be controlled. Larvae must feed on 

treated areas in order to achieve effective control.  

Where egg pressure is high, the addition of an ovicide 

is recommended. Use the lower rate on light 

infestations.  

SKOPE should be used according to the Best 

Management practices Manual guidelines.  

Adjuvant Apply with a non-ionic surfactant at the 

recommended label rate.  

 Cotton Aphid 50 mL/ha 

(10.9 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 1.63 g ai/ha 

emamectin) 

or 

100 mL/ha 

(21.8 g ai/ha acetamiprid 

and 3.25 g ai/ha 

emamectin) 

Use the high rate under sustained heavy aphid 

pressure.  

If repeat applications are required, alternate with 

products from a different insecticide group. DO NOT 

apply more than 2 sprays per season for cotton aphid 

control.  

Adjuvant Apply with an organosilicone adjuvant such 

as Pulse Penetrant at 0.2% v/v.  

Withholding periods: 

Harvest:  Do not harvest for 7 days after application  

Graze: Do not graze or cut for stock food  

Do not feed cotton trash from treated areas to animals, including poultry. 

2.4 Results from residues trials presented to the APVMA 

A total of 4 Australian GLP residue decline trials were conducted on cotton. Two applications of acetamiprid 

+ emamectin were applied at 1x or 2x the maximum application rate at 28 and 14 days before expected 

commercial harvest. Sampling at 7 days after last application at the proposed application rate resulted in 

residues in cotton seed for acetamiprid of 0.03 mg/kg (n=4) and <LOD (0.003 mg/kg; n=4) for emamectin. At 

2x the proposed application rate (7 DALA), residues of acetamiprid were 0.05, 0.05, 0.06 and 0.06 mg/kg 

and <LOD (n=4) for emamectin. At 1x the proposed application rate and 7 DALA, the residues in cotton 

forage (dry weight) for acetamiprid were 1.0, 1.2, 1.3 and 1.6 mg/kg; and 0.02, 0.03, 0.03 and 0.04 mg/kg for 
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emamectin. Residues in cotton gin trash (dry weight) for acetamiprid were 1.8, 2.1, 2.4 and 2.6 mg/kg and 

0.02, 0.02, 0.03 and 0.03 mg/kg for emamectin. 

It is proposed to increase the MRL for acetamiprid in cotton seed from *0.05 mg/kg to 0.07 mg/kg. No 

changes are required to the MRL for emamectin on cottonseed. Table 4 entries will not be made at this time. 

2.5 Overseas registration and approved label instructions 

Acetamiprid and emamectin products are registered for use in many overseas countries including the EU 

and USA on leafy and fruiting vegetables, citrus and pome fruit, cotton and grapes.  

2.6 Codex alimentarius commission and overseas MRLs 

The Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex) is responsible for establishing Codex Maximum Residue 

Limits (CXLs) for pesticides. Codex CXLs are primarily intended to facilitate international trade, and 

accommodate differences in Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) employed by various countries. Some 

countries may accept Codex CXLs when importing foods. Acetamiprid and emamectin have been 

considered by Codex. The following relevant Codex CXLs have been established for acetamiprid and 

emamectin. 

TABLE 4: RESIDUE DEFINITIONS FOR ACETAMIPRID AND EMAMECTIN 

COUNTRIES ACTIVE RESIDUE DEFINITION 

Codex Acetamiprid Acetamiprid.  

 Emamectin Emamectin B1a benzoate 

Australia Acetamiprid Acetamiprid 

 Emamectin Sum of emamectin B1a and emamectin B1b 

EU Acetamiprid Acetamiprid  

 Emamectin Emamectin benzoate B1a, expressed as emamectin 

Japan Acetamiprid For crops and honey, acetamiprid only.  

 

Emamectin 

Sum of residues of emamectin benzoate (B1a and B1b) and each of emamectin 

(B1a and B1b), amino-emamectin (B1a and B1b) formylamino- emamectin (B1a and 

B1b), N-methyl formylamino-emamectin (B1a and B1b), 8,9-Z-emamectin B1a, which 

are individually calculated as emamectin benzoate, on agricultural products 

USA Acetamiprid Plant commodities: acetamiprid.  

 

Emamectin 

Sum of emamectin (a mixture of a minimum of 90% 4′-epi-methylamino-4′-

deoxyavermectin B1a and maximum of 10% 4′-epi-methylamino-4′-

deoxyavermectin B1b) and its metabolites 8,9-isomer of the B1a and B1b 

component of the parent (8,9-ZMA), or 4′-deoxy-4′-epi-amino-avermectin B1a 

and 4'-deoxy-4′-epi-amino-avermectin B1b; 4′-deoxy-4′-epi-amino avermectin 

B1a (AB1a); 4′-deoxy-4′-epi-(N-formyl-N-methyl)amino-avermectin (MFB1a); 
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COUNTRIES ACTIVE RESIDUE DEFINITION 

and 4′-deoxy-4′-epi-(N-formyl)amino-avermectin B1a (FAB1a), calculated as the 

stoichiometric equivalent of emamectin 

TABLE 5: OVERSEAS MRLS FOR ACETAMIPRID AND EMAMECTIN 

COMMODITIES TOLERANCE FOR RESIDUES ARISING FROM THE USE OF ACETAMIPRID (mg/kg) 

 AUSTRALIA EU JAPAN TAIWAN USA KOREAA CODEX 

Cotton seed *0.05 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.6 - 0.7 

(proposed 0.07)       

Cotton, gin by-products     20   

COMMODITIES TOLERANCE FOR RESIDUES ARISING FROM THE USE OF EMAMECTIN (mg/kg) 

 AUSTRALIA EU JAPAN TAIWAN USA KOREA CODEX 

Cotton seed 0.005 *0.01 0.02 - 0.025 - 0.002 

Cotton, gin by-products     0.05   

a Korea does not have established MRLs for use of acetamiprid and emamectin on cottonseed 
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2.7 Current and proposed Australian MRLs for acetamiprid and 
emamectin 

TABLE 6: CURRENT MRL STANDARD—TABLE1 

COMPOUND FOOD MRL (mg/kg) 

Acetamiprid 

SO 0691 Cotton Seed *0.05 

MO 0105 Edible offal (Mammalian) *0.05 

PE 0112 Eggs *0.01 

MM 0095 Meat [mammalian] *0.01 

ML 0106 Milks *0.01 

PO 0111 Poultry, Edible offal of *0.05 

PM      0110 Poultry meat *0.01 

Emamectin 

SO      0691 Cotton Seed 0.005 

MO     0105 Edible offal (Mammalian) 0.02 

MM     0095 Meat (mammalian)[in the fat] 0.01 

FM      0183 Milk fats 0.01 

ML      0106 Milks *0.001 

TABLE 7: PROPOSED MRL STANDARD—TABLE1 

COMPOUND FOOD MRL (mg/kg) 

Acetamiprid 

DELETE:   

SO 0691 Cotton seed *0.05 

ADD:   

SO 0691 Cotton seed 0.07 

2.8 Potential risk to trade 

Export of treated produce containing finite (measurable) residues of acetamiprid and emamectin may pose a 

risk to Australian trade in situations where (i) no residue tolerance (import tolerance) is established in the 

importing country or (ii) where residues in Australian produce are likely to exceed a residue tolerance (import 

tolerance) established in the importing country.  
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Overseas MRLs for acetamiprid in cotton seed, where identified, are higher than proposed for Australia.  

The Australian MRL for emamectin is higher than CODEX but lower than the EU, USA and Japan noting that 

residues of emamectin are unlikely to occur in cotton seed. The risk to trade associated with the proposed 

use is considered to be low.  

3 CONCLUSIONS 

Adama Australia Pty Limited has applied for approval of a new product Skope Insecticide (containing 

acetamiprid and emamectin present as emamectin benzoate) for use on cotton for the control of Apple 

Dimpling Bug, Cotton Aphid, Green Mirid, Green Vegetable Bug, Heliothis and Silverleaf Whitefly. Comment 

is sought on the potential for Skope Insecticide to prejudice Australian trade when used on cotton according 

to the proposed use. 


