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Individual submission 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the PRS for Terrador (tiafenacil). I would like to make the 

following comments; 

1. In Section 9 of the PRS the proposed product label mentions “summer crops” in the Directions For Use table. 

Summer crops are not defined in the PRS (or on the APVMA website) and it is not entirely clear which summer 

crops are intended, or fully covered by the current assessment. For example; 

a) In section 1.3 it states “cereals (barley, oats, wheat), pulses (peas, chickpea, lupin), canola, cotton and 

sorghum” 

b) In the efficacy section 8.1 it states “barley, oats, wheat, peas, chickpeas, lupins, canola, cotton, and 

sorghum” (consistent with (a) above) 

c) Under the ‘crop safety’ section (bottom of page 33) it refers to summer crops as “sorghum, cotton, corn, 

mung beans and sunflowers” 

d) Table 5 (Page 19) only has proposed MRLs for cereals, cotton, pulses and canola. These entries would 

not cover sunflowers (being in the crop group of oilseeds). 

Clarification is required if the proposed registration is intended to include crops other than cereals, pulses, 

canola and cotton. If ‘summer crops’ are intended then it is recommended that these be in line with APVMAs 

crop grouping lists/nomenclature and appropriate assessments for those crops may need to be considered if 

not covered by the current assessment. 

2. There is a permit (PER13353) in place which allows mustard varieties to ‘mirror’ various registered uses in 

canola. It is queried if the APVMA would consider this new product registration for Terrador (tiafenacil) in a 

similar way as those other products contained in permit PER13353. If yes then would the APVMA consider 

determining if the registrant would seek an expansion to canola to also include mustard varieties in this 

registration submission. If such an approach is acceptable to the APVMA and registrant this would negate the 

need for growers of mustard varieties having to seek a permit or amendment to the existing permit should the 

product be considered of value by such growers. 

3. In the weed table at Section 2 of the proposed product label there appear some entries in the first rate column 

that should be deleted, these are for barely grass, fat hen, heliotrope and sorrel where those all have the 

statement “Only controlled when used with CRUCIAL”. 

4. The first entry in the WHP section of the label, may need to be proceeded with “FALLOW”. So as to read; 

a) FALLOW: DO NOT ALLOW LIVESTOCK TO GRAZE TREATED WEEDS. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpermits.apvma.gov.au%2FPER13353.PDF&data=04%7C01%7CHugh.Dawick%40apvma.gov.au%7C3c238583753b426a38a408d881f11ca1%7Cdafd8e97d9be460bbc057ce7b13a1113%7C0%7C0%7C637402219855073874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KgIfOi4hOMuG9WdvyvBfEJw7xc456q1Ab5dHRLFK6FU%3D&reserved=0
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Executive Director, Registration Management 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 
GPO Box 3262 
Sydney NSW 2001 

Re:   APVMA  Public  Release  Summary  on  the  evaluation  of  the  tiafenacil  in the product  
Terrad’or  700  WG  Herbicide  

Thank you for the opportunity for Grain Producers Australia (GPA) to provide a response to the 
APVMA Public Release Summary on the evaluation of the tiafenacil in the product Terrad’or 
700 WG Herbicide.1 

Background 

There is a strategic need for new herbicides of a different mode of action as part of an Australian 
resistance management and weed control strategy. Australian growers urgently require access to 
new herbicide control technologies in order to maintain crop production. 

The total cost of weeds (revenue loss plus expenditure) to Australian grain growers is estimated at 
$3,318 million, with weeds costing Australian grain growers $146/ha. The cost of expenditure and 
losses, as well as resulting yield loss with weed competition amounts to 2.76 million tonnes of grain 
per annum. 2 Herbicide resistance is estimated to cost $187 million in additional herbicide 
treatment costs plus the costs of using additional integrated weed management practices. 

This product is a strategically valuable new non-selective pre-plant knockdown herbicide, which can 
be used in a tank-mix with glyphosate, which utilises incorporation by sowing (IBS) to maintain crop 
safety. This product will also be valuable for selective pre-emergence residual control of a range of 
key broadleaf and grass weeds prior to planting of grain crops, as well as use in fallow weed 
management and use for weed control around farm buildings. This new herbicide will deliver 
significant benefits to grain producers in terms of both productivity and strategic herbicide resistance 
management of weeds. 

A delay in the APVMA approval of Terrad’or 700 WG Herbicide would have a significant impact on 
both weed control costs and productivity for grain producers. A delay would impact on reduced 
chemical product price competition as well as increased herbicide resistance and resulting crop 
losses from poor efficacy. Delays would further impact on the longer term cost of reduced efficacy 
from the compounding effects of accelerated resistance to other existing modes of action herbicides, 
particularly glyphosate. GPA considers that this product will be as significant in productivity and 
economic benefit as paraquat, which is estimated to be worth $1.8 Billion over a ten-year period3 as 
this product is a new Group G mode of action knockdown herbicide, to which there is no known 
weeds resistant to this mode of action in Australia. A delay in approval of this herbicide Terrad’or 700 
WG by the APVMA, resulting in a loss of producer access for one season will significantly cost the 
grain industry, which GPA estimates could potentially be well in excess of $180 million per annum 
based on costs to producers from not having access to an effective alternate knock-down herbicide 
option. 

GPA supports the establishment of a label for the product Terrad’or 700 WG Herbicide as 
tabled by the APVMA.  

GPA has reviewed the APVMA Public Release Summary on the evaluation of the tiafenacil in the 
product Terrad’or 700 WG Herbicide. GPA notes that when used in an incorporated by sowing 
(IBS) per the proposed label application method, detectable residues in Australian field trials of the 
parent tiafenacil were <0.005 mg/kg in the grain straw and forage in wheat, barley, oats, canola and 
pluses; and <0.003 mg/kg in sorghum grain, straw and forage. GPA notes that these results are also 
supported by North American field trails. 

1 https://apvma.gov.au/node/75726 
2 https://grdc.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0027/75843/grdc_weeds_review_r8.pdf.pdf 
3 https://www.syngenta.com.au/press-release/syngenta/deloitte-access-economics-estimates-18-billion-yield-loss-absence-
paraquat 

https://www.syngenta.com.au/press-release/syngenta/deloitte-access-economics-estimates-18-billion-yield-loss-absence
https://grdc.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0027/75843/grdc_weeds_review_r8.pdf.pdf
https://apvma.gov.au/node/75726


	 	

	

              
            

               
      

 
              

                 
          

   
 

              
                  

             
           

 
 

                 
         

     
 

             
      

 
  

 

 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
  

GPA supports the APVMA in the establishment of an maximum residue limit (MRL) for tiafenacil of 
*0.01 mg/kg on cereal, canola and pulse grains to cover the proposed IBS application in conjunction 
with a harvest withholding period of ‘not required when used as directed’, plus an 8 week grazing 
withholding period for cereal, canola and pulse forage and fodder. 

GPA notes that detectable residues of residues of the metabolites of tiafenacil included in the APVMA 
risk assessment were not observed above the LOD in grain from the Australian trials. GPA also notes 
that residues of the parent tiafenacil are not expected to occur in animal feeds from the proposed 
uses. 

GPA notes there are currently no Codex MRLs established for tiafenacil. GPA also notes that the 
USA has established an MRL of 0.01 mg/kg for tiafenacil in wheat. GPA agrees with the APVMA that 
detectable residues of tiafenacil are not expected to occur in cereal grains, canola, pulses and animal 
commodities as a result of the proposed uses. GPA considers that the risk to trade is considered to 
be low. 

As with a number of other existing grain commodities, any potential trade issues for grain markets can 
be adequately managed by industry through CVD or vendor declarations at delivery and segregation 
at receival sites. 

If you would like to discuss any of these comments and suggestions further in detail, please contact 
me on email andrew.weidemann@grainproducers.com.au or 0428 504 544. 

Yours sincerely 

Andrew Weidemann 
Chairman GPA 



	 	

	

   
 

            
          

         
        
      

 
             
                
           

 
      

               
 

              
  

              
     

 
           

            
       

   
    
    
      
      
   
    

 
               

            
     

 

																																																								
    

Background on GPA 

Grain Producers Australia (GPA) represents Australia's broadacre, grain, pulse and oilseed producers 
at the national level. Grain Producers Australia works to foster a strong, innovative, profitable, globally 
competitive and environmentally sustainable Australian grains industry. Representing 5200 farm 
businesses, it strives to represent Australian grain farmers nationally and internationally in their 
contribution to sustainable development and society. 

Working with its members – state farm organisations and farmers across the grain production area of 
Australia - GPA advocates for sound outcomes that deliver a positive commercial result. GPA is a not-
for-profit company limited by guarantee. It is governed by a board, elected by its members. 

The objectives of GPA are to: 
• Provide a strong, independent, national advocate for grain producers based on a rigorous and 

transparent policy development process. 
• Engage all sectors of the Australian grains industry to ensure operation of the most efficient and 

profitable grain supply chain. 
• Facilitate a strategic approach to research, development and extension intended to deliver sound 

commercial outcomes from industry research. 

GPA has a policy council, strategically focused on three pillars of economic development, social 
responsibility and environmental management. Our policy council is supported by, and engages with, 
representatives from State Farm Organisations including: 
• Agforce Grains 
• Grain Producers SA 
• NSW Farmers Association 
• Victorian Farmers’ Federation Grains Group 
• Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association 
• WA Farmers 
• WA Grains Group 

GPA4 manages the biosecurity program for the grains industry through Plant Health Australia and is a 
joint Representative Organisation (RO) responsible for overseeing the performance of the Grains 
Research and Development Corporation (GRDC). 

4 Further information on GPA: https://www.grainproducers.com.au/ 

https://www.grainproducers.com.au
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