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product Reflex Herbicide 
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Braidwood NSW 2662 

24 February 2021	



Executive Director, Registration Management 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 
GPO Box 3262 
Sydney NSW 2001 

Re:  APVMA Public Release Summary on the evaluation of fomesafen in the product Reflex 
Herbicide 

Thank you for the opportunity for Grain Producers Australia (GPA) to provide a response to the 
APVMA Public Release Summary on the evaluation of fomesafen in the product Reflex.1  

Background 

There is a strategic need for new herbicides of a different mode of action as part of an Australian 
resistance management and weed control strategy.  Australian growers urgently require access to 
new herbicide control technologies in order to maintain crop production.  

The total cost of weeds (revenue loss plus expenditure) to Australian grain growers is estimated at 
$3,318 million, with weeds costing Australian grain growers $146/ha. The cost of expenditure and 
losses, as well as resulting yield loss with weed competition amounts to 2.76 million tonnes of grain 
per annum. 2  Herbicide resistance is estimated to cost $187 million in additional herbicide 
treatment costs plus the costs of using additional integrated weed management practices. 

This new herbicide product is a strategically valuable for broadleaf weed control in pulse crops. This 
new herbicide with alternative mode of action will deliver significant benefits to grain producers in 
terms of both productivity in the break crop phase of pulse production and contributing to strategic 
herbicide resistance management of weeds.  

GPA supports the establishment of a label for the product Reflex Herbicide as tabled by the 
APVMA.   

GPA has reviewed the APVMA Public Release Summary on the evaluation of formesafen in the 
product Reflex Herbicide. GPA notes that when used in an incorporated by sowing (IBS) or post-
sowing pre-emergent as per the proposed label application method, detectable residues in Australian 
field trials of fomesafen were less than the limit of detection (ie <0.003 mg/kg in lupins, field peas, 
lentils, chickpeas and faba beans. GPA notes that these results are also supported by North 
American field trails. 

GPA supports the APVMA in the establishment of a maximum residue limit (MRL) for fomesafen of 
*0.01 mg/kg for grain, forage and fodder VD 0070 Pulses, with a harvest withholding period of ‘Not
required when used as directed’ and a grazing withholding period of ‘DO NOT graze or cut for stock
food for 12 weeks after application’.

GPA notes there is currently no Codex MRL established for fomesafen.  GPA also notes that the 
USA, Canada, Japan and the EU have MRLs already established at or higher than the proposed 
Australian MRL. GPA agrees with the APVMA that detectable residues of fomesafen are not expected 
to occur in pulses grains, fodder and animal commodities as a result of the proposed uses.  

GPA considers that the risk to trade is considered to be low. As with a number of other existing grain 
commodities, any potential trade issues for grain markets can be adequately managed by industry 
through CVD or vendor declarations at delivery and segregation at receival sites.   

If you would like to discuss any of these comments and suggestions further in detail, please contact 
me on email andrew.weidemann@grainproducers.com.au or 0428 504 544. 

Yours sincerely 

Andrew Weidemann 
Chairman GPA 

1 https://apvma.gov.au/node/79296 
2 https://grdc.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0027/75843/grdc_weeds_review_r8.pdf.pdf 



Background on GPA 

Grain Producers Australia (GPA) represents Australia's broadacre, grain, pulse and oilseed producers 
at the national level. Grain Producers Australia works to foster a strong, innovative, profitable, globally 
competitive and environmentally sustainable Australian grains industry. Representing 5200 farm 
businesses, it strives to represent Australian grain farmers nationally and internationally in their 
contribution to sustainable development and society. 

Working with its members – state farm organisations and farmers across the grain production area of 
Australia - GPA advocates for sound outcomes that deliver a positive commercial result. GPA is a not-
for-profit company limited by guarantee. It is governed by a board, elected by its members. 

The objectives of GPA are to: 
• Provide a strong, independent, national advocate for grain producers based on a rigorous and

transparent policy development process.
• Engage all sectors of the Australian grains industry to ensure operation of the most efficient and

profitable grain supply chain.
• Facilitate a strategic approach to research, development and extension intended to deliver sound

commercial outcomes from industry research.

GPA has a policy council, strategically focused on three pillars of economic development, social 
responsibility and environmental management. Our policy council is supported by, and engages with, 
representatives from State Farm Organisations including:  
• Agforce Grains
• Grain Producers SA
• NSW Farmers Association
• Victorian Farmers’ Federation Grains Group
• Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association
• WA Farmers
• WA Grains Group

GPA3 manages the biosecurity program for the grains industry through Plant Health Australia and is a 
joint Representative Organisation (RO) responsible for overseeing the performance of the Grains 
Research and Development Corporation (GRDC). 

3 Further information on GPA: https://www.grainproducers.com.au/ 



Posted On: 5:22pm Wednesday 27th January 2021

Public consultation notification

To:

Executive Director, Registration Management

Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority

GPO Box 3262

Sydney NSW 2001

Email: enquiries@apvma.gov.au

Date: 28 January 2021

To whom it may concern

I write in response to a request for comments on the application from Syngenta Australia
Pty Ltd to the APVMA for registration of the new product Reflex Herbicide, containing 240
g/L, as a soluble concentrate formulation of the new active constituent fomesafen.

This submission is presented on behalf of the National Working Party on Grain Protection
(NWPGP). The NWPGP:

Is the industry body responsible for providing management and leadership to
industry in the areas of post-harvest storage, chemical use, market requirements
and chemical regulations.
Is facilitated by Grain Trade Australia.
Has members across the entire grain supply chain.
Hosts an annual forum providing participants with the latest research and
developments, in the area of post-harvest storage and hygiene, chemical usage
and outturn tolerances, international and domestic market requirements, and
regulations.
Co-ordinates and provides government with industry views on chemicals in use on
grain and associated products.
For further details, refer to http://www.graintrade.org.au/nwpgp  

On behalf of the NWPGP I advise that based on the information provided by APVMA in the
attached PRS, industry does not object to the proposed registration.

mailto:enquiries@apvma.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.graintrade.org.au%2Fnwpgp&data=04%7C01%7Ccasemanagement%40apvma.gov.au%7C544c4774a5964b9517c608d8c31d40d8%7Cdafd8e97d9be460bbc057ce7b13a1113%7C0%7C0%7C637473877726039611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hpUMzQRkqHe3acCeJ6Bdd2SdK0bmBDvWxt1qVGWrElI%3D&reserved=0


Should you have any questions on this submission please do not hesitate to contact me.

regards

Gerard

Gerard McMullen

Chair

National Working Party on Grain Protection
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