
 

 

The Hon David Littleproud MP 
Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia 

Deputy Leader of the Nationals 
Federal Member for Maranoa 

 

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600  Telephone: 02 6277 7190  Email: Minister.Littleproud@awe.gov.au 

 

Ref: MS22-000303 

3 March 2022 

 

Ms Lisa Croft 

Chief Executive Officer 

Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 

GPO Box 3262 

SYDNEY NSW 2001 

 

 

Dear Ms Croft 

 

I am writing to you about the implementation of the government’s program of work to lift 

regulator performance, capability and culture.  

 

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (PM&C) is working with Ministers, 

portfolio agencies and regulators to refresh Ministerial Statements of Expectations for 

regulators in line with the Government’s regulator performance program of work.  

Further information is available on PM&C’s website - deregulation.pmc.gov.au. 

 

The Statement, and the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority’s 

(APVMA’s) Statement of Intent, should be made publicly available on the APVMA’s website 

and on transparency.gov.au as part of the Corporate Plan and Annual Report.  

 

Enclosed is the Australian Government’s Ministerial Statement of Expectations for the 

APVMA. The APVMA is expected to reply to this Statement with its own Statement of Intent. 

 

Thank you for your commitment to lifting regulator performance, capability and culture and 

your continued engagement with the PM&C Deregulation Unit. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD MP 
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Statement of Expectations – Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 

2022 

 

This Statement sets out the Australian Government’s expectations for the Australian 

Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA). The government expects the 

APVMA to exercise its powers and functions to achieve its objectives, as set out in this 

Statement. 

 

In particular, this Statement outlines expectations for how the APVMA manages its 

relationships with the government, other agencies and regulators and issues of transparency 

and accountability. 

 

The government expects the APVMA will integrate this Statement into its performance 

reporting processes as required under the Public Governance, Performance and 

Accountability Act 2013 (PGPA Act) and as part of its Corporate Plan and/or Annual Report. 

 

The APVMA is expected to reply to this Statement with its own Statement of Intent. 

 

The APVMA’s role 

 

The APVMA is the independent statutory authority responsible for assessing and registering 

agricultural and veterinary chemicals proposed for supply in Australia. The APVMA regulates 

agvet chemical products up to – and including – the point of retail sale.  

 

The government’s regulatory reform program 

 

The government is committed to a deregulation agenda that supports Australia’s economic 

recovery by making it simpler and easier for businesses to grow and create jobs. This will be 

achieved by ensuring that, where regulation is determined to be required, it is implemented 

with the lightest touch, applied in the most efficient and timely way, and with the least cost on 

businesses.  

 

The government expects the APVMA will continue to deliver on its contribution to the 

Deregulation Agenda with practical initiatives and reforms that advance the government’s 

Deregulation Agenda.  

 

As part of delivering on the deregulation agenda, the APVMA should explore streamlining 

industry/citizen touch points in practical and meaningful ways. The APVMA should place the 

regulated entities, ‘chemical users’ and the Australian public (as the ultimate beneficiary of 

regulation) at the centre of its regulatory design to ensure the measures are practical and 

able to be implemented while ensuring continued delivery of regulatory outcomes. 

 

The APVMA should continue to prioritise strong performance within legislated timeframes 

while making robust, science-based decisions. This will ensure the Australian market will 
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have timely access to agvet chemical products, enhance Australia’s international 

competitiveness and ensure the safety of people, animals and the environment. 

 

The government has released a new principles-based Regulator Performance Guide. It 

outlines the principles of best practice that underpin the Australian Government’s 

expectations of regulator performance. These principles are: 

 

 continuous improvement and building trust 

 risk-based and data driven 

 collaboration and engagement. 

 

The government expects that in addressing the principles-based performance measures 

contained in the Regulator Performance Guide, the APVMA will incorporate data/evidence 

collection and analysis processes in an efficient way to inform robust decision-making while 

minimising any additional reporting burden on regulated entities. 

 

Relationship with the government and the responsible minister  

 

The government recognises and respects the independence of the APVMA and its 

responsibility for market conduct regulation, as provided by the Agricultural and Veterinary 

Chemicals (Administration) Act 1992. To maintain confidence in the regulatory framework, it 

is imperative that the APVMA acts, and is perceived to act, independently in performing its 

functions and exercising its powers, as set out in statute. 

 

The government expects the APVMA to provide the responsible minister with accurate and 

timely advice on significant issues in the APVMA’s core areas of responsibility. This may 

include matters which the government may be required to discuss in Parliament, and 

significant operational or budgetary issues, or APVMA decisions.  

 

Relationship with the regulated community and other stakeholders 

 

The government expects the APVMA to continue to enhance engagement with its 

stakeholders to ensure the regulated community is able to navigate the regulatory system 

and that all parties derive appropriate benefit from regulatory efforts. The reinvigoration of 

stakeholder forums, the publishing of transparent and timely performance measures and 

increased efforts to engage stakeholders in the regulatory process should continue to ensure 

the APVMA’s interactions with its stakeholders are purposeful and timely and its public and 

international stature is maintained.  

 

The government expects the APVMA to consult with stakeholders and provide appropriate 

time to implement any regulatory change.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://deregulation.pmc.gov.au/priorities/regulator-best-practice-and-performance/regulator-performance-guide
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A04553
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A04553
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Regulatory cooperation 

 

The government expects that the APVMA will maintain robust, effective and collaborative 

working partnerships with other Commonwealth, state and territory agencies, as well as the 

APVMA’s counterpart regulators in overseas jurisdictions, to ensure the proper functioning of 

Australia’s regulatory framework.  

 

The government expects the APVMA to diligently implement the measures in the recently 
passed Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Legislation Amendment (Australian Pesticides 
and Veterinary Medicines Authority Board and Other Improvements) Act 2021. 
 

Transparency and accountability 

 

The APVMA operates as part of the Australian Government and is accountable to the 

Parliament, and ultimately to the public, through the Minister for Agriculture and Northern 

Australia, the Parliamentary Committee process and the tabling of its Annual Report.  

 

The government expects the APVMA to communicate regularly with the public on its key 

decisions and regulatory outcomes.  

 

The government expects the APVMA to comply with the requirements of the whole-of-

government performance management framework under the PGPA Act. The government will 

assess the APVMA’s performance against the measures in its Corporate Plan as part of its 

oversight function in determining whether the APVMA is successfully achieving its objectives. 

 

The APVMA is required to operate within a budget, and this requires choices being made on 

how resources are used. The requirements for the APVMA’s financial management are set 

out in the PGPA Act and the Finance Minister’s Orders. The government expects the APVMA 

aims to ensure efficiency in its operations and demonstrate value for money for the services 

that it delivers. 

 

Conclusion 

The government’s vision is for the APVMA to be a high performing and responsive agency 

that administers a principles-based regulatory framework in a way that minimises compliance 

costs for business and the community, provides stability, is efficient and effective and 

balances the objectives of the APVMA’s statutory objectives set out in its governing 

legislation. 
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MAP OF SOEs/Letters from Ministers to Portfolio entity 
 
MINISTER PORTFOLIO 

ENTITY 
REGULATORY 
SYSTEM 

COMMENTS 

Littleproud Department Biosecurity  
Imported Food 
Safety 

 

Exports – Plant & 
Animal 

 

Levies  
APVMA AgVet Chemicals  
AFMA Fisheries  

Ley Department Environment 
protection, 
biodiversity and 
conservation 

 

Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park 
Authority 

Marine Parks  

Director of National 
Parks 

Parks Australia  

Pitt Department WELS  

Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority 

Water  

 
 


