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25 March 2022 

The Hon David Littleproud MP 

Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Dear Minister 

Statement of Intent 

Thank you for outlining your expectations of the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 

(APVMA).  

On behalf of the APVMA, I welcome the government’s Statement of Expectations and I am pleased to 

respond with our Statement of Intent.  

I look forward to welcoming the APVMA Board in the coming months and working alongside them to achieve 

our vision of being a global leader in agriculture and veterinary chemicals regulation for the benefit of 

Australia.   

Thank you for your continued support for our agency.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Ms Lisa Croft 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Attachment A: Statement of Intent – Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority 2022 

This Statement of Intent outlines the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority’s (APVMA) 

response to the government’s Statement of Expectations dated 3 March 2022.  

The APVMA is the Australian Government regulator of agricultural and veterinary (agvet) chemical products 

that was established in 1993 to centralise the registration of all agvet chemical products in the Australian 

marketplace. 

Our purpose 

We regulate agvet chemicals to manage the risks of pests and diseases for the Australian community and to 

protect Australia’s trade and the health and safety of people, animals and the environment. 

Our vision 

To be a global leader in agvet chemicals regulation for the benefit of Australia. 

Our role 

The APVMA is an independent statutory authority responsible for assessing and registering pesticides and 

veterinary medicines proposed for supply in Australia. 

As the national regulator, the APVMA regulates agvet chemicals in line with the responsibilities described in 

the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Administration) Act 1992 and the Agricultural and Veterinary 

Chemicals Code Act 1994. 

For an agvet chemical product to legally be manufactured, imported, supplied, sold or used in Australia, it 

must be registered by the APVMA – unless exempt by the Agvet Code. 

Our regulatory processes involve scientifically evaluating the safety and efficacy of a product in order to 

protect Australia's trade and the health and safety of people, animals and the environment. 

Regulatory cooperation - APVMA Board 

The APVMA is committed to maintaining robust, effective and collaborative working partnerships with other 

Commonwealth, state and territory agencies, as well as the APVMA’s counterpart regulators in overseas 

jurisdictions, to ensure the proper functioning of Australia’s regulatory framework. 

The APVMA will diligently implement the measures in the recently passed Agricultural and Veterinary 

Chemicals Legislation Amendment (Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority Board and 

Other Improvements) Act 2021, including the introduction of the APVMA Board. 

The functions of the Board will complement, but not duplicate the duties of the CEO. This split in 

responsibilities, clearly outlined in the Act, will ensure the Board provides the appropriate level of oversight, 
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without involvement in the regulatory decision making processes of the APVMA. This will ensure the APVMA 

can continue to deliver independent, scientifically robust and evidence-based decisions. 

I look forward to welcoming the APVMA Board and developing a strong, collaborative working relationship to 

ensure the agency continues to deliver on our objectives. 

Relationship with the government and responsible minister 

The government recognises and respects the independence of the APVMA and our responsibility for market 

conduct regulation, as provided by the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Administration) Act 1992.  

The APVMA will continue to act independently in performing our functions and exercising our powers, as set 

out in statute. 

The APVMA is committed to continuing to provide the responsible minister with accurate and timely advice 

on significant issues in the APVMA’s core areas of responsibility.  

Deregulation agenda  

The APVMA will continue to deliver on our contribution to the Deregulation Agenda with practical initiatives 

and reforms that advance the government’s Deregulation Agenda. 

As part of delivering on the Deregulation Agenda, the APVMA will explore streamlining touch points for key 

stakeholders in practical and meaningful ways.  

The APVMA will continue to place regulated entities, ‘chemical users’ and the Australian public at the centre 

of our regulatory design to ensure the measures are practical and able to be implemented while ensuring 

continued delivery of regulatory outcomes. 

Regulatory environment 

The APVMA will continue to prioritise strong performance within legislated timeframes while making 

independent, robust, consistent, science-based decisions. This will ensure the Australian market will have 

timely access to agvet chemical products, enhance Australia’s international competitiveness and ensure the 

safety of people, animals and the environment. 

The APVMA acknowledges that the government has released a new principles-based Regulator 

Performance Guide and the APVMA will take this into consideration when developing relevant policies and 

procedures. The guide outlines the principles of best practice that underpin the Australian Government’s 

expectations of regulator performance. These principles are: 

• continuous improvement and building trust 

• risk-based and data driven 

• collaboration and engagement. 

The APVMA will incorporate data and evidence collection and analysis processes in an efficient way to 

inform robust decision-making while minimising any additional reporting burden on regulated entities. 
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Transparency and accountability 

The APVMA operates as part of the Australian Government and is accountable to the parliament, and 

ultimately to the public, through the Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia, the Parliamentary 

Committee process and the tabling of our Annual Report. 

The APVMA is committed to communicating regularly with all stakeholders on key decisions and regulatory 

outcomes. 

The APVMA will continue to comply with the requirements of the whole-of-government performance 

management framework under the PGPA Act.  

The APVMA aims to ensure efficiency in our operations and demonstrate value for money for the services 

that we deliver. 

Conclusion 

The APVMA will continue to be a high performing and responsive agency that administers a principles-based 

regulatory framework in a way that minimises compliance costs for business and the community, provides 

stability, is efficient and effective, and that balances the objectives of the APVMA’s statutory objectives set 

out in our governing legislation. 

 

 


